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PROGRAM
Joy Fantastique Douglas Akey

Sneak Preview Performance

Ancient Dialogue Patrick J. Burns

Little Suite For Band Clare Grundman
 I. Prelude
 II. Ballad
 III. Festival

Stephen Peterson, Conductor

Albanian Dance Shelley Hanson

Our Kingsland Spring Samuel R. Hazo

Chinese Folk Song Medley Robert J. Garofalo
Donald Stahlberg, Conductor

Orange Bowl Henry Fillmore
Donald DeRoche, Conductor

Prelude and Fugue in D minor J.S. Bach
   transcribed by Roland Moehlmann

Ye Banks and Braes O’ Bonnie Doon Scottish Folk Song
   arranged by Michael Sweeney

Don Owens, Conductor

Symphony No. 4 Andrew Boysen, Jr.
 IV. Fast

Please join us in the lobby following the performance for a dessert reception sponsored by Sodexho.









MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL SYMPHONIC BAND
FLUTE
Samantha Acance
Oksana Chernykhivska
Georgia Christus
Dylan Connelley
Joanne Ham
Reny Mathew
Monica Rosenberg
Jeanine Taerbaum
Michaela Wellems
Phoebe Yeo

OBOE
Eryn Jacobson
Jessica Loy
Lillian Wong

CLARINET
Nicholas Christus
Jacob Cohn
Linda Jung
Daniel Kruszewski
Jeremy Moy
Shannon Rourke
Karen Savella
Leah Wesolowski

BASS CLARINET
Isabel Berkson
Emma Decker

BASSOON
Will Boersma

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Olivia Altmayer
Julia Bentkowska
Lucas Rosario
Billy Voitik

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Joseph Galante
Christina Rouhotas

BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Cryzlyn Domingo
Vasco Grouev

CORNET
Ian S. Crane
Charles Landsman
Jennifer Lin
Tina Tillmann
Christopher Wellems
Mike Wilson

FRENCH HORN
Michelle Abraham
Morgan Dasovich
Dimitri Kapetan
Jordan Weiss

TROMBONE
Dexter Codell
Daniel Egan
Dan Haggerty
Seungyong Park
Connor Thummel
Ethan Velazquez
Jon Vernon

EUPHONIUM
Michael Cox
Chris Morrissey

TUBA
Andrew Jung
Dan Khouri
Eric Wolff-Klammer

PERCUSSION
Andrew Demma
Andrew J. Eisenstein
Nik Erickson
Ann Isaac
Kyle Kaferly



MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND PROGRAM
SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5
Skokie School District 73.5 is home to approximately 1100 kindergarten through 8th grade students.  We have three schools: 
Elizabeth Meyer School (pre-kindergarten and kindergarten), John Middleton School (grades 1 through 5) and Oliver McCracken 
Middle School (grades 6 through 8).  Our students have ancestral origins from all over the world.  Nearly half  of  our students are 
bilingual, speaking nearly 40 languages.  Our students are more diverse, economically, racially, religiously, linguistically and socially, 
than most schools in the surrounding suburbs.  Our community embraces and celebrates this diversity and appreciates the 
opportunity children and families have to interact and form friendships with such a wide spectrum of  people.

McCracken Middle School serves a population of  about 375 students.  Recognized as a National School of  Excellence by the Blue 
Ribbon School Program in 2001, McCracken students achieve not only academic success, but have a tradition of  excelling in the 
fine arts.

MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL SYMPHONIC BAND
Currently, 190 students in grades four through eight participate in the Symphonic Band, Concert Band, Intermediate Band, 
Beginning Band and various chamber ensembles.  The McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band, among the elite of  middle 
school bands in Illinois, has performed at several prestigious events in recent years including two performances at the MENC 
North-Central Conference (2001 and 2005), several performances at the IMEA All-State Conference, and a scheduled 
performance at the 2006 Midwest Clinic.  The Symphonic Band has made seven appearances at the University of  Illinois 
Superstate Concert Band Festival, being selected as the honor band in 2000, 2003, and 2006.  The Symphonic Band has also 
received 42 consecutive superior ratings at the Illinois Grade School Music Association District Organization Contest and has 
been selected as an “honors” ensemble at all five IGSMA State Festivals.

The Symphonic Band has also performed at the IMEA Music Education Day at the Capitol, Plainfield Concert Band Festival, the 
Midwest Music Festival, Skokie Festival of  Cultures, AYSO Opening Ceremonies, and WBBM News Radio 780 30th anniversary 
promotion.  In the spring of  2001, the band was highlighted in WLS-TV’s (Chicago’s ABC affiliate) feature “Someone You 
Should Know.”  Three times in the last seven years, Skokie Mayor George Van Dusen and the Village Board of  Trustees have 
passed resolutions honoring our students' outstanding achievements in instrumental music.

The success of  our band program is due to the hard work of  the administration, the parents, the community, the educators, and 
most importantly, our students.

CHIP DE STEFANO
Chip De Stefano received both his Bachelor of  Music in Trombone Performance and 
Master of  Music Education Degrees from Northwestern University.  While at 
Northwestern, he studied conducting with John P. Paynter, Steve Peterson, and Don 
Owens, and trombone with Frank Crisafulli and Art Linsner,.  Mr. De Stefano was director 
of  the Northwestern University Basketball Band (1994-1996) and the University Jazz Lab 
Band (1995-1996).

Mr. De Stefano is currently in his eleventh year as Director of  Bands at McCracken 
Middle School in Skokie, Illinois.  Under his direction, the McCracken Middle School 
Symphonic Band has received first division ratings at all district and state organization 
contests of  the Illinois Grade School Music Association (IGSMA) and has made multiple 
appearances at the Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA) All-State Conference and 
the University of  Illinois Superstate Concert Band Festival.  In 2005, the Symphonic Band 
performed at the Michigan Music Education In-Service Conference/MENC North-
Central Conference and was most recently invited to present a concert at the 2006 “60th 
Anniversary” Midwest Clinic: An International Band and Orchestra Conference.

Mr. De Stefano’s professional affiliations include the Music Educators National 
Conference, the Illinois Music Educators Association, the National Band Association, the 
International Trombone Association, the Illinois Grade School Music Association, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.  Mr. De Stefano is 
a recipient of  seven National Band Association Citations of  Excellence.  He was awarded the Chicagoland Outstanding Music 
Educator Award in 2001 and the IGSMA Barbara Buehlmann Young Conductor Award in 2004.



RECENT PERFORMANCES AND ACHIEVEMENTS
MIDWEST BAND AND ORCHESTRA CLINIC

• 2006 Symphonic Band Performance (scheduled)

• 2006 Symphonic Band (demonstration group for Bruce Pearson clinic)

• 2005 Symphonic Band (demonstration group for Gary Barton rehearsal lab)

• 2003 Clarinet Choir (demonstration group for Julie DeRoche clinic)

MENC NORTH-CENTRAL REGIONAL CONFERENCE
• 2005 Symphonic Band Performance (Michigan Music Education In-Service Conference)

• 2001 Symphonic Band Performance (Illinois Music Educators Association All-State Confer-
ence)

ILLINOIS MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION ALL-STATE CONFERENCE
• 2005 Symphonic Band (demonstration group for Chip De Stefano and Karen Debauche clinic)

• 2004 Symphonic Band Performance
• 2003 5th Grade Band (demonstration group for Chip De Stefano clinic)

• 2003 Clarinet Choir (demonstration group for Julie DeRoche clinic)

• 2001 Symphonic Band Performance (MENC North-Central Regional Conference)

ILLINOIS MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION MUSIC EDUCATION DAY AT THE CAPITOL
• 2001 Clarinet Choir Performance
• 1998 Percussion Ensemble Performance

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SUPERSTATE CONCERT BAND FESTIVAL
• 2007 Symphonic Band Performance (Honor Band Performance - scheduled)

• 2006 Symphonic Band Performance
• 2005 Symphonic Band Performance
• 2004 Symphonic Band Performance (Honor Band Performance)

• 2003 Symphonic Band Performance
• 2001 Symphonic Band Performance (Honor Band Performance)

• 2000 Symphonic Band Performance
• 1999 Symphonic Band Performance

ILLINOIS GRADE SCHOOL MUSIC ASSOCIATION
• 2002 - 2006 Selection as “honors ensemble” at State Festival
• 2006 IGSMA District 7 Contest - Perfect Score
• 42 consecutive Division One (superior) ratings at the IGSMA District Contest



GUEST CONDUCTOR BIOGRAPHIES
STEPHEN PETERSON
Stephen Peterson was appointed Director of  Bands at Ithaca College in Ithaca, 
New York, in 1998, where he currently conducts the Wind Ensemble and teaches 
courses in conducting and wind literature.  From 1988-1998 he served as Associ-
ate Director of  Bands at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois.  Dr. Pe-
terson was also Conductor of  the renowned Northshore Concert Band.  He 
served on the faculty at Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, 
Texas and has several years of  successful teaching experience in the public 
schools in Arizona.  Dr. Peterson holds the Doctor of  Music degree from 
Northwestern University and Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees from Arizona State 
University.  His ensembles have appeared before conventions of  the American 
Bandmaster’s Association, the College Band Director’s National Association, the 
National Association of  College Wind and Percussion Instructors, the American 
School Band Director’s Association, at Orchestra Hall with the Chicago Sym-
phony Chorus, and at Lincoln Center.  For many years Peterson served as a new 
music reviewer for The Instrumentalist Magazine, and is active as a conductor 
and clinician throughout the United States, Canada, and the Republic of  China.  
He is a member of  the Music Educator’s National Conference, the College Band 
Directors National Association, the World Association of  Symphonic Bands and 
Ensembles, The New York State Band Director’s Association, the New York 
State School Music Association, and has been honored with membership in the 
prestigious American Bandmaster’s Association.

DONALD STAHLBERG
Donald Stahlberg received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Southern 
Illinois University.  After teaching in Zeigler and West Frankfort, Illinois, Mr. 
Stahlberg became Director of  Bands in Skokie School District 73.5 in 1963 
where he remained until his retirement in 1996.

Mr. Stahlberg’s bands at McCracken Middle School, formerly Oakview Junior 
High School, received thirty-two consecutive Division I ratings at the Illinois 
Grade School Music Association District Contest and twenty-five Division I rat-
ings at the IGSMA State Contest.  He attributes his students remarkable eighty-
five percent Division I success rate at Solo and Ensemble contest to an in-house 
solo and ensemble pre-contest and recital he instituted early in his career.  

Donald and Pat Stahlberg recently celebrated their forty-eighth wedding anniver-
sary.  Together they raised a family of  nine children, including three sets of  twins. 
In addition to being obviously proud of  his family and band program, Mr. Stahl-
berg feels fortunate to have lasting relationships with many of  his twelve hundred 
plus students and their parents, his twenty-five student teachers and hundreds of  
teachers, staff, administrators and school board members.



DONALD DEROCHE
Dr. Donald DeRoche is the director of  bands at the DePaul University School of 
Music in Chicago.  Dr. DeRoche earned degrees in music education and per-
formance at the University of  Illinois, and a Ph.D. in music education at North-
western University.  Before joining the DePaul faculty, he spent three years as 
clarinetist with the U.S. Army Band in Washington, D.C.; two years as principal 
clarinetist with the Victoria (Canada) Symphony Orchestra; and six years as direc-
tor of  bands at Willowbrook High School in Villa Park, Illinois.  In 1972 he was 
the guest principal clarinetist with the Alaska Festival of  Music and has appeared 
as soloist with the Czech, Arcturus and Vancouver string quartets.  For six years 
he conducted the Palatine Concert Band, an adult amateur ensemble.  The 
DePaul Wind Ensemble has performed under his direction in Austria, Russia, 
Estonia, Poland, Ireland, and Hungary, and he has been guest conductor with 
professional and conservatory wind orchestras in Estonia.  In addition, the 
DePaul Wind Ensemble has been invited to perform for meetings of  the College 
Band Director's National Association (1984, 1992 and 2000), the Music Educa-
tor's National Conference (1984), and the Illinois Music Educator's Association 
(1988 & 1992).  As music director of  the Prairie State Ambassadors of  Music, he 
has conducted Illinois high school students in concerts throughout Western 
Europe (1990 & 1992).  Dr. DeRoche has been an internationally recognized ad-
judicator for many years, having judged competitions throughout the U.S., Canada and Estonia.  His wind ensemble 
can be heard on several commercial recordings including: Ebony Concerto featuring Chicago Symphony clarinetist John 
Bruce Yeh available on the Reference Recordings label; The DePaul Wind Ensemble, Vol. I with Chicago Symphony 
clarinetist Larry Combs; The DePaul Wind Ensemble, Vol. II featuring CSO flutist Donald Peck; Friends in Low Places with 
soloists Floyd Cooley, tuba and Charles Vernon, trombone [Albany]; Ragtimes & Serenades with Mary Stolper, flute and 
Mary Sauer, piano [Albany] Forget Me Knots [Albany]; and Music for Trumpet and Winds [Albany] with John Hagstrom 
of  the Chicago Symphony.

DON OWENS
Don Owens, Professor Emeritus, began his tenure at Northwestern University in 
1979, where he served as Associate Professor of  Conducting, and Coordinator of 
the Jazz Studies and Pedagogy Program.  In addition to conducting the Jazz En-
semble, he also served as the Director of  the NU Contemporary Music Ensem-
ble (1983-2003), and was a faculty member for over 30 years in the National High 
School Music Institute, serving as the Director for 14 years.  Owens received the 
Bachelor of  Music Education degree from North Texas State University, where 
he also studied Composition and Jazz.  His Master of  Musical Arts degree is 
from the University of  Illinois, where he studied Composition.  He studied com-
position with Morgan Powell, Merrill Ellis, Samuel Adler, and Salvatore Marti-
rano.  He has won several grants and awards, and is under commission for new 
works annually.

Mr. Owens is an internationally recognized clinician/conductor.  He has served 
as an adjudicator and has conducted Festival and All-State Concert and Jazz 
Bands in Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Texas, Washing-
ton, Wisconsin, Canada, Greece, Germany, and Norway.  As a conductor, he has 
shared in the art of  music making with world famous figures from both the Jazz 
and Contemporary Classical idioms.  His compositions have been performed across America, as well as in Canada, 
England, Greece, Germany, Japan, Norway, and South America.

Mr. Owens is the author of  several articles dealing with contemporary music and composition and has had many of  
his compositions published.  He is a member of  M.E.N.C, Illinois Music Educators Association, International Asso-
ciation of  Jazz Educators (Past President for the Illinois State Unit), Pi Kappa Lambda (Past President of  Alpha 
Chapter), and Phi Mu Alpha.



PROGRAM NOTES
JOY FANTASTIQUE   DOUGLAS AKEY
Joy Fantastique was commissioned by the McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band for its performance at the Midwest Clinic on 
December 22, 2006.  As the title suggests, the work derives its primary material from Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” and the “Dies 
Irae” from Symphony Fantastique by Hector Berlioz.  While the statements of  the “Dies Irae” are both prominent and obvious, in 
two chorale/fanfare statements and later in triple meter with altered harmonies, the “Ode to Joy” references are far more subtle.  
The work derives much of  its excitement and energy from its wide dynamic range and frequently changing meter.

Douglas Akey (b. 1957) began his musical training in the public schools of  Elmhurst, Illinois. He attended Arizona State Univer-
sity on a performance scholarship, earning a Bachelor of  Music degree in Instrumental Music (1979) and a Master of  Music in 
Solo Performance (1985).  From 1987 to 2006, Mr. Akey was Director of  Bands and Music/Drama Department Chairperson at 
Hendrix Junior High School in Chandler, Arizona.  His bands have been invited to perform at numerous education conferences, 
including the 1994 Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic and the 1998 Music Educators National Conference.  He is 
in demand as a clinician, having directed many junior high and high school honor bands throughout the West.

ANCIENT DIALOGUE   PATRICK J. BURNS
Ancient Dialogue was written for the 2005 Bloomfield Summer Arts Workshop Wind Ensemble and was premiered on July 28 of  
that year, under the direction of  the composer.  The piece is based on "Baises Moy" ("Kiss Me"), a French folk tune dating back 
to the 15th century.  Several composers of  the Renaissance, most notably Josquin des Pres, used this melody as the basis of  other 
compositions, both sacred and secular.  The text attached to the original melody represents a conversation between a young man 
and a young woman in which the young man makes an eloquent attempt to steal a kiss from his girlfriend, but she politely refuses. 
 The young man is determined to not give up so easily, so he presses the issue. In the end however, the young woman offers her 
reason for denying her lover a kiss.  The music in this setting is sometimes insistent and determined, and at other times pleading 
and gentle, reflecting the changing nature of  what surely must have been a much longer conversation than the translation of  the 
original text suggests:

"Kiss me, sweet friend. For love I pray thee.”
"I won't."
"And why?"
"If  I committed such folly, my mother would be ashamed. That's why!"

Ancient Dialogue is a juxtaposition of  old and new on a couple of  levels.  First, it’s an old tune which is arranged for a modern en-
semble using both antiquated and more contemporary harmonizations.  Also, the consideration of  the text (which does not ap-
pear in the published score, incidentally) is important.  The sentiments expressed by the young man and young woman are time-
less.  Can you imagine a similar conversation today?  The words may be very different, but the emotions conveyed would be very 
much the same.

Patrick J. Burns (b. 1969) serves as Adjunct Professor of  Music at Montclair State University in New Jersey, where he teaches 
courses in orchestration, counterpoint, band literature and music composition, and also teaches instrumental music in the 
Caldwell-West Caldwell Public Schools.  As a clarinetist, Mr. Burns has performed with many professional ensembles in the New 
York metro area including the Metropolitan Opera Summer Ballet Orchestra, the pit orchestra for the Broadway revival produc-
tion of  Camelot starring Robert Goulet, and with the New Jersey Chamber Music Society in broadcasts for National Public Radio 
and New Jersey Network Television.  Mr. Burns also serves as president of  the Bloomfield Federation of  Music and as faculty 
advisor for the MSU chapter of  the Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Music Fraternity.

LITTLE SUITE FOR BAND   CLARE GRUNDMAN
Composed in 1955, Little Suite for Band was written for and dedicated to Richard Otto and the Lyman Hall High School Band 
(Wallingford, Connecticut).  Each of  the three short contrasting movements (Prelude, Ballad, and Festival) vary most notably in 
the style and articulation that they require.

Clare Grundman (1913 – 1996) attended Ohio State University, taught in the Ohio and Kentucky public schools, and later studied 
with Paul Hindemith at the Berkshire Music Center in New Lenox, Massachusetts.  During World War II, Grudman served in the 
U.S. Coast Guard.  Grundman’s interest in the school band not only resulted in dozens of  original compositions, but also in the 
creation of  several notable transcriptions for band of  the works of  Aaron Copland and Leonard Bernstein.  Among his many 
honors and awards is the Midwest Clinic Medal of  Honor.



ALBANIAN DANCE   SHELLEY HANSON
Eastern Europe has had a long tradition of  brass bands, some of  which also include clarinets and, since the twentieth century, 
saxophones.  Although the instruments now commonly used by concert bands look and sound somewhat different than some of  
the instruments used by Eastern European bands, this setting of  the popular Albanian tune “Shõta” seeks to re-create the festive 
mood of  a raucous village dance, where just such a folk band would have provided the music.  Present throughout the piece is the 
rhythmic pattern of  long-long-short, which is a very common folk dance rhythm in many cultures.  This piece is based on a por-
tion of  the finale of  the accordion concerto AccorDances, which was written for accordion virtuoso Mark Stillman.  This version 
was commissioned by Jane Church and the East Lansing High School Concert Band, and was premiered in November, 2003 with 
the composer conducting.

Shelley Hanson’s compositions have been performed throughout the United States, Europe, Latin America, and Asia.  Also a 
conductor, record producer, and clarinetist, she and her band, Klezmer and All That Jazz, have performed her Concerto for Klezmer 
Band and Orchestra with many ensembles including the Minnesota Orchestra, Milwaukee Symphony, North Carolina Symphony, 
and St. Paul Chamber Orchestra.  A member of  the Minneapolis Pops Orchestra, she has recorded orchestral and chamber music 
for Virgin Records, Teldec, Innova, and others, and was a soloist for the soundtrack of  the feature film Out of  the Wilderness.  After 
receiving a Ph.D. in Performance, Music Theory, and Music Literature from Michigan State University, Hanson conducted univer-
sity orchestras and wind ensembles for 15 years.

OUR KINGSLAND SPRING   SAMUEL R. HAZO
Our Kingsland Spring was commissioned by the Georgia Music Educators’ Association District 8 Middle School Honor Band.  It is 
one of  three works commissioned by middle school bands from Georgia that comprise Hazo’s Georgian Suite.   The work alter-
nates between two sets of  material, a faster flowing section, and a slower more majestic section.

Samuel R. Hazo (b. 1966) resides in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania with his wife and children.  In 2003, Mr. Hazo became the first 
composer in history to be awarded the winner of  both composition contests sponsored by the National Band Association.  Mr. 
Hazo's works have been premiered and performed at the Music Educators’ National Conference, Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Clinic, World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles Convention, National Honor Band of  America, National Band 
Association/Texas Bandmasters Association Convention, College Band Directors’ National Association Convention and also 
aired in full-length programs on National Public Radio.  Mr. Hazo has been a music teacher at every educational grade level from 
kindergarten through college, including tenure as a high school and university director.  Mr. Hazo was twice named “Teacher of  
Distinction” by the southwestern Pennsylvania Teachers’ Excellence Foundation.  He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Duquesne University where he served on the Board of  Governors and was awarded as Duquesne’s Outstanding Graduate in 
Music Education.

CHINESE FOLK SONG MEDLEY   ROBERT J. GAROFALO
Chinese Folk Song Medley uses two pentatonic melodies separated by a short four-measure transition.  The first, The Purple Bamboo, is 
a love song about the gift of  a flute and is performed in canon during its second repetition.  The second, Yangtze Botmen’s Song, is a 
river work song.  This arrangement includes optional singing parts for each folk song, and a two-measure chant prior to the final 
statement of  the work song.

Robert J. Garofalo (b. 1939) is Emeritus Professor/Conductor of  the Benjamin T. Rome School of  Music of  The Catholic Uni-
versity of  America in Washington, D.C.   A native of  Pennsylvania, he was educated at Mansfield University, the Eastman School 
of  Music, and Catholic University.  He studied trombone with Emory Remington, composition with G. Thaddeus Jones, and con-
ducting with Lloyd Geisler and Richard Lert.  Dr. Garofalo is author of  13 books and more than 75 music publications which are 
highly regarded in the profession.  Currently, Dr. Garofalo is President of  Whirlwind Music Publications and an active guest con-
ductor, clinician, lecturer, and adjudicator throughout the United States, Canada, and abroad.

ORANGE BOWL   HENRY FILLMORE
Orange Bowl was composed for the Deland High School band’s performance in the Orange Bowl Stadium on November 19, 1939.  
Written in standard march form, without a break strain, Orange Bowl is one of  Fillmore’s more popular marches.

Henry Fillmore (1881 – 1956) composed over 250 works and arranged over 750 more under his own name and many pseudo-
nyms, although the best known of  these are his traditional marches, circus marches, and trombone rags.  After years of  compos-
ing, operating a publishing house, and conducting, a heart condition forced Fillmore’s retirement and relocation to Miami in 1938. 
 Against his doctors’ advice, Fillmore maintained an active schedule assisting with the University of  Miami Band and by traveling 
throughout Florida to help nearly 3 dozen public high schools start band programs.  He lived another 28 years!



PRELUDE AND FUGUE IN D MINOR   J.S. BACH, TRANSCRIBED BY ROLAND MOEHLMANN
Although he arranged and transcribed several works for concert band, perhaps Roland Moehlmann (1907 – 1972) is perhaps best 
known for the series of  J.S. Bach (1685 – 1750) Prelude and Fugues he transcribed starting in the 1930s.  The Prelude and Fugue in 
D minor is taken from the organ collection Eight Little Preludes and Fugues.  The dark and sonorous Prelude is almost chorale-like, 
with the polyphony provided by eighth note scales and arpeggios interspersed throughout.  The four-voice Fugue passes the sub-
ject through every section of  the band, traveling through several minor and major keys.  The Fugue concludes with borrowed ma-
terial from the Prelude.

YE BANKS AND BRAES O’ BONNIE DOON   SCOTTISH FOLK SONG, ARRANGED BY MICHAEL SWEENEY
This marvelous setting makes this beautiful Scottish Folk Song accessible to even the youngest of  students.  The melody gets 
passed seamlessly between the different sections of  the band, allowing nearly every student to perform a portion of  the folk tune. 
 The versatility of  the arrangement is increased with an optional short version and the arranger’s suggestion that less experienced 
groups perform the work with few or none of  the several tempo changes.

Michael Sweeney (b. 1952) is a graduate of  Indiana University where he studied music education and composition.  Mr. Sweeney 
taught five years in the public schools of  Ohio and Indiana where his teaching experience included working with successful con-
cert, jazz, and marching programs at all levels from elementary to high school.  Since 1982, he has worked full time for Hal Leon-
ard Corporation in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and is currently Director of  Band Publications.  In addition, he contributes as a com-
poser and arranger in all instrumental areas.  Michael is particularly known for his writing at the younger levels for concert band 
and jazz, and has over 500 publications to his credit.

SYMPHONY NO. 4 (4TH MOVEMENT) - ANDREW BOYSEN, JR.
Symphony No. 4 for Winds and Percussion was commissioned by and dedicated to the McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band 
(Skokie, Illinois).  It was premiered at the 2004 Illinois Music Educators Association All-State Conference on January 30, 2004, 
with the composer conducting.  Written in four movements, Symphony No. 4 derives most of  its motivic material from its opening 
two measures.  Several extended techniques and contemporary compositional methods are used throughout the work.  These in-
clude bowed percussion, dissonance, aleatoric music, unmetered measures, singing, and extended use of  the octatonic scale.

Andrew Boysen, Jr. is presently Assistant Professor of  Music at the University of  New Hampshire, where he conducts the Wind 
Symphony and teaches conducting.  Boysen earned his Doctor of  Musical Arts degree in wind conducting at the Eastman School 
of  Music, where he served as conductor of  the Eastman Wind Orchestra and assistant conductor of  the Eastman Wind Ensem-
ble.  He received his Master of  Music degree in wind conducting from Northwestern University in 1993 and his Bachelor of  Mu-
sic degree in music education and music composition from the University of  Iowa in 1991.  He maintains an active schedule as a 
composer, receiving commissions from the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library, the Iowa All-State Band, the Rhode Island All-
State Band, the Massachusetts Instrumental and Choral Conductors Association, the Nebraska State Bandmasters Association, 
and many university and high school concert bands across the United States.  Boysen won the International Horn Society Com-
position Contest in 2000, the University of  Iowa Honors Composition Prize in 1991, and has twice won the Claude T. Smith 
Memorial Band Composition Contest - in 1991 for I Am and in 1994 for Ovations.



CONTRIBUTORS 2006 - 2007
SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5 BAND PROGRAM

LEAD SPONSOR
Triangle Printers, Inc.

MAJOR DONORS
Barnes and Noble (Old Orchard)

Cary and Deb Jacobson
Skokie School District 73.5 Foundation

Walmart

MIDWEST DONORS
Blackhawk Medical Transportation, Inc.

Jay Medicar, Inc.
Ham Family

In Memory of  Anton Quintus
McCracken Middle School Band, Class of  2006

Medical Express Ambulance Service
Music and Arts Centers

Omnicare Charitable Foundation
Potbelly Sandwich Works

David & Janet Rosario
Rotary Club of  Skokie Valley

Tamid Medical Group

MIDWEST PATRONS
Michelle Abraham’s Family

Howard Balikov
Altmayer & Demma Families

Don and Julie DeRoche
Ron, Joan, & Andy Eisenstein

Mark and Patty Erickson
Joe Greenspan

Haggerty  Family
Khouri Family
Kaferly Family

Bradley & Christine Leeb
Wei-Chung and Tsai-Fen Lin

Mike Balter Mallets
Family of  Jeremy Moy

Phenome Technologies, Inc.
Rosenberg Family

Don and Pat Stahlberg
Taerbaum Family



PATRONS
Maryanne Chamerlik Cooper
Douglas and Olena Erickson
Jodi Glickman
Colleen Kaferly
Steven Levin
Bernice Lewe
Joy Brunner Lubin
Kylene McCabe
Mary McCabe
Steven Omachi
Tom and Kiyoko Omachi
Jacyln Pryor
Jim Robertson
Daniel Selan
Annie Tillmann
Michael Tillmann
Kristen Vicencio
Krystle Vicencio
Maggie Walker
Dan Yabut
Dustin Yabut
Roger Yusen
Theodore Yusen
Fred Ziebe

FRIENDS
Alexis Matesi
Christina Matesi
Kalipada and Swarupa Pahan
Howard Pfeifer
Laura Robinson

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
Richard Cahan
Laura Friedlander
Deb Keegan
Joshua Landsman
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts
Pioneer Press/Skokie Review
Sign-A-Rama
Skokie Park District
Sodexho
Earl Weiss
Lynn Orman Weiss
Western States Envelope Company

HONORARY CONDUCTORS
Acance Family
Elke Adler
Michael Adler and Family
Anonymous (In Memory of  Anton Quintus)
Berkson & Friedlander Families
Jeremy, Joy, Joe, Julie, Jeanne, Jillian Brunner
Barry Codell Family
Kevin Connelly & Toni Di Donato
Egan Family
Joan & Dan Erickson
Harris-Ridker Family
J. Andrews Salon/The Dasovich Family
The Jung Family
Kirland Family
Yohannan and Rossamma Mathew
Jennifer (Torbeck) Merrill
Montague Family
Kenzie Parry and the Parry-Wilson Family
Landon Pryor
Steve Santacruz
Savella Family
Paul Stahlberg
Scott Stahlberg
Stonequist Family
Tillmann Family
Patrick & Mary Lou Voitik
Tom Walker and Walker Family
Julie Stahlberg Wasinger
Connie White
Yeo Family

DONORS
Angela Asprec
Brent-Decker Family
Grandparents of  Michael Cox
Jennifer Vasaloski Diaz
Family of  Arielle Gottlieb
Stephen Kempf
Chris Konior
David Levit
Cary Morgen
Charlotte & Jack Morris (Grandparents of  Kyle Kaferly)
Debra Precht-Frank
Jordan Reiff
Jay and Janice Sackett
Thummel Family
Knight Vernon and Pat Heineman-Vernon
Sue Victor
Laura (DeFratus) Weisman & Paul Weisman
Grandparents of  Leah Wesolowski



SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5 MUSIC FACULTY
Chip De Stefano, Director of  Bands
Beth Lehner, Director of  Choirs
Lisa Friedman, General Music

SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5 BOARD OF EDUCATION
James McGowan – President
Beth Allen – Vice President
Andrea Rosen – Secretary
Bob Quane – Secretary Pro-Tem
Karen Barr
Jennifer Polakoff
James McNelis

SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5 ADMINISTRATION
Vicki Gunther, Superintendent
Kate Donegan, Principal, Oliver McCracken Middle School
Megan Panje-Wilson, Co-Principal, Oliver McCracken Middle School
Katherine DuBose, Assistant Principal, Oliver McCracken Middle School
Dana Otto, Principal, John Middleton Elementary School
Molly White, Assistant Principal, John Middleton Elementary School
Jennifer Graham, Principal, Elizabeth Meyer Primary School
Cyndi Cohen, Business Manager
Steve Ruelli, Maintenance Supervisor

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Students, Alumni, Parents, Families, and Friends
The many parents who volunteered their time to make this performance at the North Shore Center for the 
Performing Arts in Skokie possible:  Eva Tillmann, Lynn Weiss, Tsai-fen Lin, Debbie Kaferly, Doris 
Taerbaum, David Rosario, and Janet Rosenberg
Everyone at the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie, especially Michael Pauken, Betty 
Boduch, Frank Rose, and Ron Weaver, for allowing us to have this community performance in their 
wonderful facility.
McCracken Middle School School & Middleton Elementary School Administration, Faculty and Staff
Laurie Kolpas and Barbara Peters (District 73.5 Secretaries)
Barb Yablonsky, Mary Petriko, and Mary Walker (McCracken Middle School Secretaries)
Heather Rubio and Beverly Gothelf  (Middleton Elementary School Secretaries)
Laura Brogan and Lorraine Lewandowski (District Business Office Staff)
Miguel Marzol, Mark Rutzen, Chris Cieplinski, Alvin Carter and Claudia Brutt (District Custodians)

and last, but definitely not least:

Thank you to my wife Susan, son Brian, and daughters Kristen and Clara for their love, patience, and 
support.

MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL BANDS
8000 East Prairie Road, Skokie, Illinois

847.657.0811
band@skokie735.k12.il.us

http://www.mccrackenband.com
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We make your job easier.

847.675.3700  fax 847.674.1230
3737 Chase Avenue  Skokie, Illinois 60076

triangleprinters.com

Photography • Design • Prepress • Printing • Mailing

For more information

Call Steve Goerth at 847.675.3700 x265





Member

FDIC

First Commercial Bank.  Be part of our family.
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North Shore Community 
Bank    Trust

proudly supports 
the efforts

of the
McCraken Middle 

School Band

Wilmette
1145 Wilmette Avenue

(847)853-1145

Glencoe
362 Park Avenue
(847)835-1700

Winnetka
576 Lincoln Avenue

(847)441-2265

Skokie
7800 Lincoln Avenue

(847)933-1900

Chicago (Sauganash)
4343 West Peterson

(773)545-5700
Member 

FDIC

North Shore Community

Bank     &     Trust

proudly supports

the efforts

of the

McCracken Middle 

School Band
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Democratic State Senator

Ira Silverstein

is proud to be a long time supporter of Skokie School 
District 73.5 and its Fine Arts programs and wishes the 

McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band continued success.

Congratulations on your Midwest Clinic Invitation!

Senator Ira I. Silverstein
8th District Senate Office

2951 West Devon
Chicago, IL 60659

Office Phone: (773) 743-5015
Email: silverstein@senatedem.state.il.us





The Rotary Club of Skokie Valley

is a proud sponsor of the 
McCracken Middle School

Symphonic Band.

Celebrating 100 years of service to the 
community!

The object of the Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and 
foster: 

- the development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service

- high ethical standards in business 

- the application of the ideal of service 

- the advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional men 
and women united in the ideal of service 

Join us in service to the community. 

Rotary Club of Skokie Valley
Post Office Box 44

Skokie, Illinois 60077
(847) 924-3700

http://www.rotary.org



Music and Arts Centers

is a proud sponsor of the 
McCracken Middle School 

Symphonic Band

and

congratulates them on  
their invitation to 

perform at the 

Midwest Clinic:
An International Bank 

and Orchestra 
Conference

Address & Phone:
907 West Irving Park Rd

Itasca, IL 60143
phone: (630) 285-1485



Good Luck to the
McCracken Symphonic Band

from the grandparents
of Kyle Kaferly








