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SKOKIE, ILLINOIS

The Village of Skokie is located just 16 miles northwest of downtown Chicago. Home to
approximately 60,000 residents, Skokie covers 10.2 square miles of land. Superior municipal
services, together with the nationally acclaimed Skokie Park District, the superb Skokie Public
Library, the preeminent Northshore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie, the Skokie
Northshore Sculpture Park and outstanding school districts make Skokie an excellent place to
live. The Village is a recipient of the Governot's Hometown Awatrd and has received “All
America City” finalist distinction from the National Civic League.

MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Skokie School District 73.5 is home to approximately 1,100 kindergarten through 8th grade
students and consists of three schools: Elizabeth Meyer School (pre-kindergarten and kinder-
garten), John Middleton School (grades 1 through 5) and Oliver McCracken Middle School
(grades 6 through 8). Our students have ancestral origins from all over the world. Nearly half
of our students are bilingual, speaking neatly 40 languages. They are more diverse, economi-
cally, racially, religiously, linguistically and socially, than most schools in the surrounding sub-
urbs. Our community embraces and celebrates this diversity and appreciates the opportunity
children and families have to interact and form friendships with such a wide spectrum of
people.

McCracken Middle School serves a population of about 375 students. Recognized as a
National School of Excellence by the Blue Ribbon School Program in 2001, McCracken stu-
dents achieve not only academic success, but have a tradition of excelling in the fine arts.

MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL SYMPHONIC BAND

Currently, 190 students in grades four through eight patticipate in the Symphonic Band, Con-
cert Band, Intermediate Band, Beginning Band and various chamber ensembles. The
McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band, among the elite of middle school bands in Illi-
nois, has performed at several prestigious events in recent years including two performances
at the MENC North-Central Conference (2001 and 2005), several performances at the IMEA
All-State Conference, and a scheduled performance at the 2006 Midwest Clinic. The Sym-
phonic Band has made seven appearances at the University of Illinois Superstate Concert
Band Festival, being selected as the honor band in 2000, 2003, and 2006. The Symphonic
Band has also received 42 consecutive superior ratings at the Illinois Grade School Music
Association District Organization Contest and has been selected as an “honors” ensemble at
all five IGSMA State Festivals.

The Symphonic Band meets before school four mornings a week for 33 minutes and
after school once a week for 80 minutes. Through a class pull-out program, each section also
receives a weekly 45 minute sectional. Our students are extremely active in the IGSMA solo
and ensemble contests and have achieved much success in auditioning for the IMEA District
7 Honor Band. Eighty percent of the Symphonic Band currently receives private instruction
outside of school.

The Symphonic Band has also performed at the IMEA Music Education Day at the Capi-
tol, Plainfield Concert Band Festival, the Midwest Music Festival, Skokie Festival of Cultures,
and WBBM News Radio 780 30th anniversary promotion. In the spring of 2001, the band
was highlighted in WLS-TV’s (Chicago’s ABC affiliate) feature “Someone You Should
Know.” Three times in the last seven years, Skokie Mayor George Van Dusen and the Village
Board of Trustees have passed resolutions honoring our students' outstanding achievements
in instrumental music.

The success of our program is due to the hard work of the administration, the parents,
the community, the educators, and most importantly, our students.
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CONCERT PROGRAM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2006 - 3:30PM
THE CHICAGO HILTON, INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM

World Premsiere JOY FANTASTIQUE  DOUGLAS AKEY
ANCIENT DIALOGUE  PATRICK J. BURNS

Stephen Peterson, conductor  LITTLE SUITE FOR BAND ~ CLARE GRUNDMAN
. PRELUDE
Il BALLAD
III. FESTIVAL

ALBANIAN DANCE  SHELLEY HANSON

OUR KINGSLAND SPRING  SAMUEL R. HAZO
Donald Stablberg, conductor  CHINESE FOLK SONG MEDLEY  ROBERT J. GAROFALO
Donald DeRoche, conductor ~ ORANGE BOWL  HENRY FILLMORE

PRELUDE AND FUGUE IN D MINOR J.S. BACH
TRANSCRIBED BY ROLAND MOEHLMANN

Don Owens, conductor ~ YE BANKS AND BRAES 0" BONNIE DOON  SCOTTISH FOLK SONG
ARRANGED BY MICHAEL SWEENEY

SYMPHONY NO. 4  ANDREW BOYSEN, JR.
IV. FAsT



MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL SYMPHONIC BAND

FLUTE

Samantha Acance
Oksana Chernykhivska
Georgia Christus
Dylan Connelley
Joanne Ham

Reny Mathew
Monica Rosenberg
Jeanine Taerbaum
Michaela Wellems
Phoebe Yeo

0BoE
Eryn Jacobson

Jessica Loy
Lillian Wong

CLARINET

Nicholas Christus
Jacob Cohn

Linda Jung

Daniel Kruszewski
Jeremy Moy
Shannon Rourke
Karen Savella
Leah Wesolowski

BAsS CLARINET
Isabel Berkson
Emma Decker

BASSOON
Will Boersma

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Olivia Altmayer
Julia Bentkowska
Lucas Rosario
Billy Voitik

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Joseph Galante
Christina Rouhotas

BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Cryzlyn Domingo
Vasco Grouev

CORNET

Ian S. Crane

Charles Landsman
Jennifer Lin

Tina Tillmann
Christopher Wellems
Mike Wilson

FRENCH HORN
Michelle Abraham
Morgan Dasovich
Dimitri Kapetan
Jordan Weiss

TROMBONE

Dexter Codell
Daniel Egan

Dan Haggerty
Seungyong Park
Connor Thummel
Ethan Velazquez
Jon Vernon

EuPHONIUM
Michael Cox
Chris Morrissey

TusA

Andrew Jung

Dan Khouri

Eric Wolff-Klammer

PERCUSSION

Andrew Demma
Andrew J. Eisenstein
Nik Erickson

Ann Isaac

Kyle Kaferly



PROGRAM NOTES

JoY FANTASTIQUE  DOUGLAS AKEY
Manunseript 2006, Grade 3, Performance Time: 2:20

Joy Fantastigue was commissioned by the McCracken Middle
School Symphonic Band for its performance at the Midwest
Clinic on December 22, 2006. As the title suggests, the work
derives its primaty material from Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” and
the “Dies Irae” from Symphony Fantastique by Hector Betlioz.
While the statements of the “Dies Irae” are both prominent and
obvious, in two chorale/fanfare statements and later in triple
meter with altered harmonies, the “Ode to Joy” references are far
mote subtle. The work derives much of its excitement and en-
ergy from its wide dynamic range and frequently changing meter.

Douglas Akey (b. 1957) began his musical training in the
public schools of Elmhurst, Illinois. He attended Arizona State
University on a performance scholarship, earning a Bachelor of
Music degree in Instrumental Music (1979) and a Master of Mu-
sic in Solo Performance (1985). From 1987 to 2006, Mr. Akey
was Director of Bands and Music/Drama Department Chairper-
son at Hendrix Junior High School in Chandler, Arizona. His
bands have been invited to perform at numerous education con-
ferences, including the 1994 Midwest International Band and
Orchestra Clinic and the 1998 Music Educators National Confer-
ence. He is in demand as a clinician, having directed many junior
high and high school honor bands throughout the West.

ANCIENT DIALOGUE  PATRICK J. BURNS
Daehn 2006, Grade 2, Performance Time: 4:02

Abncient Dialogne was written for the 2005 Bloomfield Summer
Arts Workshop Wind Ensemble and was premiered on July 28 of
that year, under the direction of the composer. The piece is
based on "Baises Moy" ("Kiss Me"), a French folk tune dating
back to the 15th century. Several composers of the Renaissance,
most notably Josquin des Pres, used this melody as the basis of
other compositions, both sacted and secular. The text attached to
the original melody represents a conversation between a young
man and a young woman in which the young man makes an
cloquent attempt to steal a kiss from his girlfriend, but she po-
litely refuses. The young man is determined to not give up so
easily, so he presses the issue. In the end however, the young
woman offers her reason for denying her lover a kiss. The music
in this setting is sometimes insistent and determined, and at other
times pleading and gentle, reflecting the changing nature of what
surely must have been a much longer conversation than the
translation of the original text suggests:

“Kiss me, sweet friend. For love I pray thee.”

“Twon't.”

“And why?”

“Uf I committed such folly, nmy mother would be ashamed. That's why!”

Apncient Dialogue is a juxtaposition of old and new on a
couple of levels. First, it is an old tune which is arranged for a
modern ensemble using both antiquated and more contempo-
rary harmonizations. Also, the consideration of the text (which
does not appear in the published score, incidentally) is impor-
tant. The sentiments expressed by the young man and young
woman are timeless. Can you imagine a similar conversation
today? The words may be very different, but the emotions
conveyed would be very much the same.

Patrick J. Burns (b. 1969) serves as Adjunct Professor of
Music at Montclair State University in New Jersey, where he
teaches courses in orchestration, counterpoint, band literature
and music composition, and also teaches instrumental music
in the Caldwell-West Caldwell Public Schools. As a clarinetist,
Mr. Burns has performed with many professional ensembles in
the New York metro area including the Metropolitan Opera
Summer Ballet Orchestra, the pit orchestra for the Broadway
revival production of Camelot starring Robert Goulet, and
with the New Jersey Chamber Music Society in broadcasts for
National Public Radio and New Jersey Network Television.
Mr. Burns also serves as president of the Bloomfield Federa-
tion of Music and as faculty advisor for the MSU chapter of
the Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Music Fraternity.

LITTLE SUITE FOR BAND  CLARE GRUNDMAN
(Boosey & Hawkes 1957, Grade 2, Performance Time: 4:49)

Written in 1955, Little Suite for Band was written for and dedi-
cated to Richard Otto and the Lyman Hall High School Band
(Wallingford, Connecticut). Each of the three short contrast-
ing movements (Prelude, Ballad, and Festival) vary most nota-
bly in the style and articulation that they require.

Clare Grundman (1913-1996) attended Ohio State Uni-
versity, taught in the Ohio and Kentucky public schools, and
later studied with Paul Hindemith at the Berkshire Music Cen-
ter in New Lenox, Massachusetts. During World War II,
Grundman served in the U.S. Coast Guard. Grundman’s inter-
est in the school band not only resulted in dozens of original
compositions, but also in the creation of several notable tran-
scriptions for band of the works of Aaron Copland and Leo-
nard Bernstein. Among his many honors and awards is the
Midwest Clinic Medal of Honor.



ALBANIAN DANCE  SHELLEY HANSON
(Boosey & Hawkes 2005, Grade 4, Performance Time: 2:48)

Eastern Europe has had a long tradition of brass bands, some of
which also include clarinets and, since the twentieth century,
saxophones. Although the instruments now commonly used by
concert bands look and sound somewhat different than some of
the instruments used by Eastern European bands, this setting of
the popular Albanian tune “Shéta” seeks to re-create the festive
mood of a raucous village dance, where just such a folk band
would have provided the music. Present throughout the piece is
the rhythmic pattern of long-long-short, which is a very common
folk dance rhythm in many cultures. This piece is based on a
portion of the finale of the accordion concerto AcorDances,
which was written for accordion virtuoso Mark Stillman. This
version was commissioned by Jane Church and the East Lansing
High School Concert Band, and was premiered in November,
2003 with the composer conducting.

Shelley Hanson’s compositions have been performed
throughout the United States, Europe, Latin America, and Asia.
Also a conductor, record producer, and clarinetist, she and her
band, Klezmer and All That Jazz, have performed her Concerto for
Klezmer Band and Orchestra with many ensembles including the
Minnesota Orchestra, Milwaukee Symphony, North Carolina
Symphony, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra. A member of the Min-
neapolis Pops Orchestra, she has recorded orchestral and cham-
ber music for Virgin Records, Teldec, Innova, and others, and
was a soloist for the soundtrack of the feature film Ouwt of the
Wilderness. After receiving a Ph.D. in Performance, Music The-
ory, and Music Literature from Michigan State University, Han-
son conducted university orchestras and wind ensembles for
fifteen years.

PROGRAM NOTES
CONTINUED

OUR KINGSLAND SPRING  SAMUEL R. HAZO
(Hal Leonard 2005, Grade 2, Performance Time: 3:25)

Our Kingsland Spring was commissioned by the Georgia Music
Educators’ Association District 8 Middle School Honor Band. It
is one of the three works commissioned by middle school bands
from Georgia that comprise Hazo’s Georgian Suite. The work
alternates between two sets of material, a faster flowing section,
and a slower mote majestic section.

Samuel R. Hazo (b. 1966) resides in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
with his wife and children. In 2003, Mr. Hazo became the first
composer in history to be awarded the winner of both composi-
tion contests sponsored by the National Band Association. Mr.
Hazo's works have been premiered and performed at the Music
Educators’ National Conference, Midwest Band and Orchestra
Clinic, World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles
Convention, National Honor Band of America, National Band
Association/Texas Bandmasters Association Convention, Col-
lege Band Directors’ National Association Convention and also
aired in full-length programs on National Public Radio.

Mr. Hazo has been a music teacher at every educational
grade level from kindergarten through college, including tenure
as a high school and university director. Mr. Hazo was twice
named “Teacher of Distinction” by the southwestern Pennsyl-
vania Teachers” Excellence Foundation. He received his Bache-
lor’s and Master’s degrees from Duquesne University where he
served on the Board of Governors and was awarded as Du-
quesne’s Outstanding Graduate in Music Education.

CHINESE FOLK SONG MEDLEY  ROBERT J. GAROFALO
(Grand Mesa 1999, Grade 2, Performance Tine: 2:10)

Chinese Folk Song Medley uses two pentatonic melodies separated
by a short four-measure transition. The first, The Purple Bamboo, is
a love song about the gift of a flute and is performed in canon
during its second repetition. The second, Yangtze Botmen’s Song, is
a river work song. This arrangement includes optional singing
parts for each folk song, and a two-measure chant prior to the
final statement of the work song.

Robert J. Garofalo (b. 1939) is Emeritus Professor/
Conductor of the Benjamin T. Rome School of Music of The
Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. A native of
Pennsylvania, he was educated at Mansfield University, the East-
man School of Music, and Catholic University. He studied trom-
bone with Emory Remington, composition with G. Thaddeus
Jones, and conducting with Lloyd Geisler and Richard Lert. Dr.
Garofalo is author of 13 books and more than 75 music publica-
tions which are highly regarded in the profession. Currently, Dr.
Garofalo is President of Whirlwind Music Publications and an
active guest conductor, clinician, lecturer, and adjudicator
throughout the United States, Canada, and abroad.



ORANGE BOWL  HENRY FILLMORE
(Carl Fischer 1939, Grade 3, Performance Time: 2:10)

Orange Bow/was composed for the Deland High School band’s
petformance in the Orange Bowl Stadium on November 19,
1939. Written in standard march form, without a break strain,
Orange Bowl is one of Fillmore’s more popular marches.

Henry Fillmore (1881-1956) composed over 250 works and
arranged over 750 more under his own name and many pseudo-
nyms, although the best known of these are his traditional
marches, circus marches, and trombone rags. After years of com-
posing, operating a publishing house, and conducting, a heart
condition forced Fillmore’s retirement and relocation to Miami in
1938. Against his doctors’ advice, Fillmore maintained an active
schedule assisting with the University of Miami Band and by
traveling throughout Florida to help nearly 3 dozen public high
schools start band programs. He lived another 28 years!

PRELUDE AND FUGUE IN D MINOR  J.S. BACH,

TRANSCRIBED BY ROLAND MOEHLMANN
(Alfred 1953, Grade 3, Performance Time: 4:42)

Although he arranged and transcribed several works for concert
band, perhaps Roland Mochlmann (1907-1972) is perhaps best
known for the series of J.S. Bach (1685-1750) Prelude and Fugnes
he transcribed starting in the 1930s. The Prelude and Fugue in D
minoris taken from the organ collection Eight Iittle Preludes and
Fugues. The dark and sonorous Prelude is almost chorale-like, with
the polyphony provided by eighth note scales and arpeggios
interspersed throughout. The four-voice Fugne passes the subject
through every section of the band, traveling through several
minor and major keys. The Fugne concludes with borrowed mate-
rial from the Prelude.

YE BANKS AND BRAES 0" BONNIE DOON  SCOTTISH FOLK

SONG, ARRANGED BY MICHAEL SWEENEY
(Hal Leonard 2006, Grade 1, Performance Time: 2:25)

Michael Sweeney’s setting makes this beautiful Scottish Folk
Song accessible to even the youngest of students. The melody
gets passed seamlessly between the different sections of the
band, allowing nearly every student to perform a portion of the
folk tune. The versatility of the arrangement is increased with an
optional short version and the arranger’s suggestion that less
experienced groups perform the work with few or none of the
several tempo changes.

Michael Sweeney (b. 1952) is a graduate of Indiana Univer-
sity where he studied music education and composition. Mr.
Sweeney taught five years in the public schools of Ohio and
Indiana where his teaching experience included working with
successful concert, jazz, and marching programs at all levels from
elementary to high school. Since 1982, he has worked full time
for Hal Leonard Corporation in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and is
currently Director of Band Publications. In addition, he contrib-
utes as a composer and atranger in all instrumental areas. Michael
is particularly known for his writing at the younger levels for
concert band and jazz, and has over 500 publications to his
credit.

SYMPHONY NO. 4 (4TH MOVEMENT)  ANDREW BOYSEN, JR.
(Kjos 2006, Grade 3, Performance Time: 5:00)

Symphony No. 4 for Winds and Percussion was commissioned by
and dedicated to the McCracken Middle School Symphonic
Band (Skokie, Illinois). It was premiered at the 2004 Illinois
Music Educators Association All-State Conference on January
30, 2004, with the composer conducting. Written in four move-
ments, Symphony No. 4 derives most of its motivic material from
its opening two measures. Several extended techniques and
contemporary compositional methods are used throughout the
work. These include bowed percussion, dissonance, aleatoric
music, unmetered measures, singing, and extended use of the
octatonic scale.

Andrew Boysen, Jr. (b. 1968) is presently Assistant Profes-
sor of Music at the University of New Hampshire, where he
conducts the Wind Symphony and teaches conducting. Boysen
earned his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in wind conducting at
the Eastman School of Music, where he served as conductor of
the Eastman Wind Orchestra and assistant conductor of the
Eastman Wind Ensemble. He received his Master of Music
degree in wind conducting from Northwestern University in
1993 and his Bachelor of Music degree in music education and
music composition from the University of lowa in 1991. He
maintains an active schedule as a composer, receiving commis-
sions from the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library, the Iowa
All-State Band, the Rhode Island All-State Band, the Massachu-
setts Instrumental and Choral Conductors Association, the
Nebraska State Bandmasters Association, and many university
and high school concert bands across the United States. Boysen
won the International Horn Society Composition Contest in
2000, the University of Iowa Honors Composition Prize in
1991, and has twice won the Claude T. Smith Memorial Band
Composition Contest—in 1991 for I Am and in 1994 for Ova-
tions.



CONDUCTORS

CHIP DE STEFANO
DIRECTOR OF BANDS

Chip De Stefano received both his
Bachelor of Music in Trombone
Performance and Master of Music
Education Degrees from North-
western University. While at
Northwestern, he studied conduct-
ing with John P. Paynter, Steve
Peterson, and Don Owens, trom-
bone with Frank Crisafulli and Art
Linsner, and music education with
Bennett Reimer, Donald Casey, Jim
Kjelland, and Peter Webster. Mr. De Stefano was director of the
Northwestern University Basketball Band (1994-1996) and the
University Jazz Lab Band (1995-1996). In addition to these re-
sponsibilities, he assisted with all the office of band’s performing
organizations and had conducting appearances with the wind
ensemble, symphonic band, trombone ensemble, and marching
band.

Mr. De Stefano is currently in his eleventh year as Director
of Bands at McCracken Middle School in Skokie, Illinois. Under
his direction, the McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
has received first division ratings at all district and state organiza-
tion contests of the Illinois Grade School Music Association
(IGSMA) and has made multiple appearances at the Illinois Mu-
sic Educators Association (IMEA) All-State Conference and the
University of Illinois Superstate Concert Band Festival. In 2005,
the Symphonic Band performed at the Michigan Music Educa-
tion In-Service Conference/MENC North-Central Conference
and was most recently invited to present a concert at the 2006
“60th Anniversary” Midwest Clinic: An International Band and
Orchestra Conference.

As a published arranger and composer, Mr. De Stefano has
received commissions from the marching bands of Northwestern
University, Samford University, the University of Wisconsin-
LaCrosse, the University of Idaho and dozens of high schools
from across the United States. His works have been performed
on ABC’s 1996 Rose Bowl Halftime Show, Live! with Regis and
Kathy Lee, and WBBM News Radio 780. Mr. De Stefano’s
works are available from Grand Mesa Music, Kagarice Brass
Editions and DeStefanoMusic.com.

Mr. De Stefano’s professional affiliations include the Music
Educators National Conference, the Illinois Music Educators
Association, the National Band Association, the International
Trombone Association, the Illinois Grade School Music Associa-
tion, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.

Mr. De Stefano is a recipient of seven National Band Asso-
ciation Citations of Excellence. He was awarded the Chicagoland
Outstanding Music Educator Award in 2001 and the IGSMA
Barbara Buehlmann Young Conductor Award in 2004.

DoNALD DEROCHE
GUEST CONDUCTOR

Dr. Donald DeRoche is
the director of bands at
the DePaul University
School of Music in Chi-
cago. Dr. DeRoche earned
degrees in Music Educa-
tion and Performance at
the University of Illinois,
and a Ph.D. in music
education at Northwest-
ern  University.  Before
joining the DePaul faculty,
he spent three years as clarinetist with the U.S. Army Band in
Washington, D.C.; two years as principal clarinetist with the
Victoria (Canada) Symphony Orchestra; and six years as director
of bands at Willowbrook High School in Villa Park, Illinois. In
1972 he was the guest principal clarinetist with the Alaska Festi-
val of Music and has appeared as soloist with the Czech, Arctu-
rus and Vancouver string quartets.

For six years he conducted the Palatine Concert Band, an
adult amateur ensemble. The DePaul Wind Ensemble has per-
formed under his direction in Austria, Russia, Estonia, Poland,
Ireland, and Hungary, and he has been guest conductor with
professional and conservatory wind orchestras in Estonia. In
addition, the DePaul Wind Ensemble has been invited to per-
form for meetings of the College Band Director's National Asso-
ciation (1984, 1992 and 2000), the Music Educator's National
Conference (1984), and the Illinois Music Educatot's Association
(1988 & 1992). As music director of the Prairie State Ambassa-
dors of Music, he has conducted Illinois high school students in
concerts throughout Western Europe (1990 & 1992).

Dr. DeRoche has been an internationally recognized adjudi-
cator for many years, having judged competitions throughout the
U.S., Canada and Estonia. His wind ensemble can be heard on
several commercial recordings including: Ebony Concerto featuring
Chicago Symphony clarinetist John Bruce Yeh available on the
Reference Recordings label; The DePanl Wind Ensemble Vol. 1 with
Chicago Symphony clarinetist Larry Combs; The DePanl Wind
Ensemble, Vol. 11 featuring Chicago Symphony flutist Donald
Peck; Friends in Low Places with soloists Floyd Cooley, tuba and
Charles Vernon, trombone [Albany]; Ragtimes & Serenades with
Mary Stolper, flute and Mary Sauer, piano [Albany| Forger Me
Knots [Albany|; and Music for Trumpet and Winds [Albany] with
John Hagstrom of the Chicago Symphony.



DONALD STAHLBERG
GUEST CONDUCTOR

Donald Stahlberg received his
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
from Southern Illinois University.
After teaching in Zeigler and
West Frankfort, Illinois, Mr.
Stahlberg became Ditector of
Bands in Skokie School District
73.5 in 1963 where he remained
until his retirement in 1996.

Mr. Stahlberg’s bands at
McCracken Middle School, for-
merly Oakview Junior High
School, received 32 consecutive
Division I ratings at the Illinois
Grade School Music Association
District Contest and 25 Division I
ratings at the IGSMA State Con-
test. He attributes his students
remarkable 85% Division I suc-
cess rate at Solo and Ensemble contest to an in-house solo and
ensemble pre-contest and recital he instituted early in his career.

Donald and Pat Stahlberg recently celebrated their 48t wed-
ding anniversary. Together they raised a family of nine children,
including three sets of twins. In addition to being obviously
proud of his family and band program, Mr. Stahlberg feels fortu-
nate to have lasting relationships with many of his 1200 plus
students and their parents, his 25 student teachers and hundreds
of teachers, staff, administrators and school board members.

DoN OWENS
GUEST CONDUCTOR

for new works annually.

STEPHEN PETERSON
GUEST CONDUCTOR

Stephen  Peterson  was
appointed  Director  of
Bands at Ithaca College in
Ithaca, New York, in
1998, where he currently
conducts the Wind En-
semble and teaches
courses in conducting and
wind literature. From
1988-1998 he served as
Associate  Director  of
Bands at Northwestern
University in Evanston,
Mllinois. Dr. Peterson was
also  Conductor of the
renowned Northshore Concert Band. He served on the faculty at
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas and
has several years of successful teaching experience in the public
schools in Arizona. Dr. Peterson holds the Doctor of Music
degree from Northwestern University and Master’s and Bache-
lot’s degrees from Arizona State University.

His ensembles have appeared before conventions of the
American Bandmaster’s Association, the College Band Directot’s
National Association, the National Association of College Wind
and Percussion Instructors, the American School Band Direc-
tor’s Association, at Orchestra Hall with the Chicago Symphony
Chorus, and at Lincoln Center. For many years Peterson served
as a new music reviewer for The Instrumentalist Magazine, and is
active as a conductor and clinician throughout the United States,
Canada, and the Republic of China.

He is a member of the Music Educator’s National Confer-
ence, the College Band Directors National Association, the
World Association of Symphonic Bands & Ensembles, The New
York State Band Director’s Association, the New York State
School Music Association, and has been honored with member-
ship in the prestigious American Bandmaster’s Association.

Don Owens, Professor Emeritus, began his tenure at Northwestern University in 1979,
where he served as Associate Professor of Conducting, and Coordinator of the Jazz
Studies and Pedagogy Program. In addition to conducting the Jazz Ensemble, he also
served as the Director of the NU Contemporary Music Ensemble (1983-2003), and was
a faculty member for over 30 years in the National High School Music Institute, serving
as the Director for 14 years. Owens received the Bachelor of Music Education degree
from North Texas State University, where he also studied Composition and Jazz. His
Master of Musical Arts degree is from the University of Illinois, where he studied Com-
position. He studied composition with Morgan Powell, Merrill Ellis, Samuel Adler, and
Salvatore Martirano. He has won several grants and awards, and is under commission

Mt. Owens is an internationally recognized clinician/conductor. He has served as an
adjudicator and has conducted Festival and All-State Concert and Jazz Bands in Arizona, Arkansas,
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, New York, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Texas,
Washington, Wisconsin, Canada, Greece, Germany, and Norway. As a conductor, he has shared in the
art of music making with world famous figures from both the Jazz and Contemporary Classical idioms.
His compositions have been performed across America, as well as in Canada, England, Greece, Ger-

many, Japan, Norway, and South America.

Mr. Owens is the author of several articles dealing with contemporary music and composition and
has had many of his compositions published. He is a member of M.E.N.C, Illinois Music Educators
Association, International Association of Jazz Educators (Past President for the Illinois State Unit), Pi
Kappa Lambda (Past President of Alpha Chapter), and Phi Mu Alpha.



MCcCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL
SYMPHONIC BAND CLASS OF 2006

It is because of your talent, work ethic, dedication, and leadership
that we are performing on this stage today. Thank youl!

MICHAEL ABRAHAM Trombone TOM MADIGAN Trombone
SEAN ABRAHAM ' Percussion ANAMURILLO Flute

RICKY BARR Euphonium ERIKNOORTS French Horn
MATTHEW BOHM Trumpet REBECCA PAYNE French Horn
ALEXANDRA CHRISTUS Flute RACHAEL ROSARIO Clarinet
MARISA FLORKOWSKI Clarinet EDDIE SAUTEL Trombone
MICHAEL GRANATO Trumpet NICOLESILVA Tenor Saxophone
ABIGAIL HARRIS-RIDKER Clarinet CAMILLE THOMPSON Clarinet
NATE HARTMANN Tenor Saxophone NICOLETOROSIN Flute

(OLLEEN HILL Euphonium ALLISON ZEFF Clarinet

DENNIS JUNG Alto Saxophone
KATIE KALM Alto Saxophone
KRISTINALOY Flute



RECENT PERFORMANCES AND
ACHIEVEMENTS

MIDWEST BAND AND ORCHESTRA CLINIC
2006 Symphonic Band Performance
2006 Symphonic Band
Demonstration group for Bruce Pearson clinic
2005 Symphonic Band
Demonstration group for Gary Barton rebearsal lab
2003 Clarinet Choir
Demonstration group for Julie DeRoche clinic

MENC NORTH-CENTRAL REGIONAL CONFERENCE
2005 Symphonic Band Performance
Michigan Music Edncation In-Service Conference
2001 Symphonic Band Performance
Llinois Music Educators Association All-State Conference

ILLINOIS MuSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION ALL-STATE CONFERENCE
2005 Symphonic Band
Demonstration group for Chip De Stefano and
Karen Debauche clinic
2004 Symphonic Band Performance
2003 5th Grade Band
Demonstration group for Chip De Stefano clinic
2003 Clarinet Choir
Demonstration group for Julie DeRoche clinic
2001 Symphonic Band Performance
MENC North-Central Regional Conference

[LLINOIS MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

Music EDUCATION DAY AT THE CAPITOL
2001 Clarinet Choir Performance
1998 Percussion Ensemble Performance

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SUPERSTATE CONCERT BAND FESTIVAL

2007

2006
2005
2004

2003
2001

2000
1999

Symphonic Band Performance
Honor Band Performance - scheduled
Symphonic Band Performance
Symphonic Band Performance
Symphonic Band Performance
Honor Band Performance
Symphonic Band Performance
Symphonic Band Performance
Honor Band Performance
Symphonic Band Performance
Symphonic Band Performance

ILLINOIS GRADE SCHOOL MusIC ASSOCIATION

2006
2006

2005
2004
2003
2002

42

Selection as “honors ensemble” at State Festival
IGSMA District 7 Contest

Perfect score from all three judges

Selection as “honors ensemble” at State Festival
Selection as “honors ensemble” at State Festival
Selection as “honors ensemble” at State Festival
Selection as “honors ensemble” at inaugural State
Festival

Consecutive Division One (supetrior) ratings at the
IGSMA District Contest



BARACK OBAMA
U.S. SENATOR FROM ILLINOIS

Wnited States Senate

Diecember 2006

MeCracken Middle Schoal Symphomic Band

[Drear Friends

I s my gread plessuse to congranalaie you on yoar selection to perfioma at the 2006 “60ih
Annmiversan”™ Midwest Climic: An Intemat
22, 2006 iy Chicage, [Emsois

The selex
vour Talent and stromg commitmenl. You have proven that (b
can pocomplish anything vou set your mind . 11 i the ded
your director, Mr. Chip De Siefano, your parents, your school distnct sdmimnistration and your
band ihst kave helped vou become one of oaly three middle schoel bands arcund the world who
have been asked o perfowm of this yesr's conference

1 of your hand to perform a1

his most prestigions evest is 2 rec

i hard work and dedicarion you
, Mmith, and the hard work of

I has beem pearly 20 vears sénce o of our m le schood concert bands has been
selected to pesform af the Midwest Climic. Thank you for representing Hlinods :
imemational community of mus educaton and students. | am surc your performance will be

maeeniorahle for you snd sl for your sudience

Best wishes for an cutstending performanse

Parack Obama
United States Senalor

wet e [ (- (S — [Re—— R —

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
CHECAGO, ILLINOES G601

Roo R. BLAGOJEVICH
GOVERNOR

Decembar 22, 2006

CONMGRATULATIONS

As Governor of tha State of [linoks, | am proud 1o congratulate Director Chip De Stefano
and e members of the McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band on being selecied o
represant your State al the 2006 “507 Anniversarny” Midwest Clinic: An intermational Band and

Ovchestra Conferance

This achievemeant reflects much credit upon you and your school, and each of you
should feel a greal deal of pride. You will ke great ambassadors for the State of [Minots (o this

group of music educators and students who come from around the world

Special DECHUSE you A only on of three middie schools bands 1o be selecied world wide. And
the: fact thal it has been nearly twenly years since a middle school concert band from lllincs has
been asked o perform at this prestigious event thoroughly demonstrates your tremendous
talent and accomplishments, Congratulations, and thank you for represanting our Siate with

such skill and enthusiasm

On behall of the cilizens of lilinots, | offer you my besl wishes for 8 successful and

memuaorable performance.

Sincanaly,

625@4; il

Rod R. Blagojevich
Gowvemor

Mayer

It iz all the more

Genrge Vam Dwsen

Phsas (B4T) $13-A140

Movembser 7, 2006 Fan (Rd7) $33-K100

Dear Friends:

The Village of Skokie Is prosd of and exciied for the MeCracken Middle Schoal
Symphanle Band.

W salute the band and its Director, Chip DeStelano, for thelr tireless work, love of
music and extraordinary talent. They have brought grest credit en thelr schoal and
village through the samerous homors they have recclved over the years, These
young people exemplily the spirit of oer commuanity.

The Villsge of Skokie wishes the MeCracken Middle Schoal Symphonic Band the
very best 55 |f now walks on 5 natlonal stage wi the 2006 Midwest Clinkc.

We are grateful (o the Midwest Clinic for the oppertunlty to showcase the talent of
the McCracken Middle School Band and we extend our grectings ta the parenis and
[riends of all of the participants in the conference,

Best winhes,

Singerply,
rof &
L !

Rob BLAGOJEVICH
GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS

THE VILLAGE OF SKOKIE

Hroclamation

WHEREAS, wader phe direction of Chip Defacfame, McCrackes MWiddle
\hawd hay praven fs previde an evesplavy curvicshom in smunkc; and

WHEREAS, e MeCracken Middle School Bawd hay broughi grear eredit an
thewr srhoo! and VTilape through the numerons honary they have received over the
peary and

WHEREAS, the MoCracken Midile School Symphoaic Baond, snder ihe
direction af Mr. Chip DeStfans, was seleciod to participaie ln the prestigious
Uatverrity of Iilinsiy Superstase Band Fextival, marking the 7 fime bn the Lo | pearn
st che MeCrackes Middle Soboal Symphonic Rasd bay bevm invited e porform, and
vrdrdvead the Nl af banae basd fae the © time, puarasiorisg an iuvitanies back the
Jelluwing yrar, sithuug having tn snbwrit am gudition tepe; and

WHEREAS, theie joang muviclans devrw sur inppor? aad we ail onr
commwairy io holp suppers thetr cfforts av they propare e parvicipase w the 1008
Afigwrar Hamd and Orcheura Chaie, which sl be kold is Chicags, Decewmber [9.00,
2 - i dirratiiad band and archeitia s frremes, daftemded by dver TS 000 mwkic
profervenaty and udenrs

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEQRGE VAN DUSEN, Mayer af the Village
of Shakie dn heroby procisim Drevmber 4, 2006, a3

“MeCRACKEN MIDIDLE SCHOOL BAND DAY™

and cumgranslare the MeCrackew Middle Schosl Tand members far theie contimied
suscengfud perfarmamces, a1 they reprevend their schoal, the | Tilagpe of Skolie, and ol
afin cinzens. Fhese poung people evemplify the apirit of owr commumin

Dated thiy & day af December, 20048

A F ) diise

et
[ Ty —
Mgt

Murtdwe Williars, Vidlage Clerd

P f/ '..l....-! T

l.'r:wg':' Vun Duasen
Mlavor

The Village of Skokie + $127 Oukson Sereet » Skokie, IL 60077

GEORGE VAN DUSEN
MAYOR OF SKOKIE
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FLUTE

top

Oksana Chernykhivska 7
Reny Mathew &

Joanne Ham &

Monica Rosenberg &
Jeanine Taerbaum &

DouBLE REED
top

Jessica Loy 7
Eryn Jacobson &
bottom

Lillian Wong 6
Will Boersma 7

bottom

Michaela Wellems 6
Phoebe Yeo 6
Dylan Connelley 7
Samantha Acance 6
Georgia Christus 6

MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL

SYMPHONIC BAND
BY SECTION

CLARINET

top

Daniel Kruszewski §
Nicholas Christus §
Jeremy Moy 7

Leah Wesolowski &
Karen Savella 6

bottom

Isabel Berkson 6
Linda Jung 7
Jacob Cohn 7
Emma Decker 6
not pctured
Shannon Rourke 7



SAXOPHONE

top middle

Vasco Grouev 7 Billy Voitik 6

Cryzlyn Domingo 7 ILucas Rosario 7
Olivia Altmayer §

bottom

Christina Rouhotas &
Joseph Galante 6
Julia Bentkowska 7

TROMBONE

top

Dan Haggerty §
Daniel Egan &
Seungyong Park 7
Jon Vernon §

bottom

Ethan Velazquez 7
Connor Thummel 7
Dexter Codell 7

CORNET

top

Mike Wilson &

Tina Tillmann 7
Jennifer Lin 8

miiddle

Christopher Wellems &8
Chatles Landsman 7
bottom

Ian S. Crane 6



EUPHONIUM
Chris Morrissey &
Michael Cox 7

PERCUSSION

top

Andrew J. Eisenstein §
Kyle Kaferly &

Ann Isaac &

bottom

Nik Erickson 6
Andrew Demma §

FRENCH HORN

top

Michelle Abraham 6
Jordan Weiss 7
bottom

Morgan Dasovich 7
Dimitri Kapetan §

TuBA

Dan Khouri &

Eric Wolff-Klammer 7
Andrew Jung §
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MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL
COMMISSIONING PROJECT

Believing in the importance of supporting the creation of quality young band literature, the McCracken Middle School
Bands has founded a commissioning project that has yielded seven new young band works in eleven years:

SPIRIT! DOUGLAS AKEY

Ouneenwood/ Kjos

Dedicated to McCracken Middle School’s former Director
of Bands, Donald Stahlberg, in appreciation for his 33
years of teaching at McCracken Middle School. Premiered
on March 14, 1998.

AURORA BOREALIS DAVID ZABRISKIE

manuscript
Written for the Symphonic Band by composer and band
parent David Zabriskie. Premiered on May 21, 1998.

TALES OF THE EMERALD ISLE DOUGLAS AKEY

Hal Leonard Corporation

Commissioned by the Skokie School District 73.5 Founda-
tion. dedicated to the students of the Symphonic Band.
Premiered on March 15, 2002 with the composer conduct-

ng.

ENTRY OF THE NOBLES DOUGLAS AKEY

Hal Leonard Corporation

Commissioned for the Middleton Elementary School 5th
Grade Band. Premiered on January 31, 2003 at the Illinois
Music Education Association All-State Conference.

SYMPHONY No. 4 FOR WINDS & PERCUSSION

ANDREW BOYSEN, JR.

Neil A. Kjos Music Company

Premiered on January 30, 2004 at the Illinois Music Educa-
tors Association All-State Conference with the composer
conducting. The fourth movement was also performed as
the finale to the Symphonic Band’s performance at the
2006 Midwest Clinic.

ONAFADE NOSLO FOR TENOR SAXOPHONE
AND CONCERT BAND DON OWENS

manuscript

Written for the McCracken Middle School Symphonic
Band and Matthew Olson, Furman University. Premiered
on January 21, 2005 at the Michigan Music Education In-
Service Conference with the composer conducting.

JoY FANTASTIQUE DOUGLAS AKEY

manuscript

Commissioned as the opening fanfare for the Symphonic
Band’s performance at the 2006 “60th Anniversary” Mid-
west Clinic: An International Band and Orchestra Confer-
ence. Premiered December 22, 2006.



CLINICIANS 1996-2006

The McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band gratefully thanks the following individuals
who have so graciously given their time, and their ears, in assisting our band program:

DOUGLAS AKEY Hendrix Junior High School, AZ
JANBARRY Roosevelt University

GREG BIMM Marian Catholic High School
ROBERTBLIM Wilmette Junior High School
JONATHAN BOEN DePaul University

BRYCE BOWLEN freelance musician

ANDREW BOYSEN University of New Hampshire
MICHAEL BURRITT Northwestern University
DAVID CRANE freelance musician

BRUCE DAUGHERTY New Trier High School
AUDREY DENNY  freelance musician

DONALD DEROCHE DePaul University
JULIEDEROCHE DePaul University

RODNEY DORSEY University of Michigan

THAD DRISKELL Jefferson High School, TA
MARCDWYER Kroc Middle School, CA

ELTON EISELE Niles North High School
DANFARRIS Northwestern University

RICHARD FISCHER Concordia University

JAY GEPHART Purdue University

WAYNE GORDON  Wood Oaks Junior High School
CRAIG HANCOCK Wartburg College

PHILHASH Calvin College

SAMUELHAZO composer

JULIEHOBBS University of Tennessee-Chattanooga
BRIAN JACOBI Tincoln Middle School
TINAKEITEL freelance musician

MOLLY KELLY freelance musician

HEATHER LANDES ' Arizona State University

JOHN LYNCH University of Kansas

REXMARTIN Northwestern University
CYNTHIAMCGREGOR Southwestern College
CHARLIE MENGHINI' Vandercook College of Music
JERRY MOHLMAN  freelance musician

RYAN NELSON Northwestern University

MATTHEW OLSON  Furman University

DON OWENS Northwestern University, retired

PETER PACHAK-ROBIE freelance musician
PETEPAPPAS Glenbrook South High School, retired
STEVE PETERSON  Tthaca College

MICHAEL PRESSLER  Maine East High School
ANITAREIDER freelance musician

WES RUSSELL  Farragut School

JULIE SCHMALZBAUER freelance musician

DON SHUPE Libertyville High School

RANDY SUNDELL Vernon Hills High School

JAMES SMITH  freelance musician

TIMSMITH freelance musician

KIMBERLY SOPATA freelance musician

ANNASPINA freelance musician

SUSAN SPINDLER  Lincoln Hall Middle School
DONALD STAHLBERG McCracken Middle School, retired
MARY STOLPER DePaul University

MARK TAYLOR Loyola Univ./Roosevelt Univ.
BRAYER TEAGUE Downers Grove North High School
DUANE TUTAJ Byron Middle School, retired
BILLWALSH freelance musician

JONATHAN WALSH Conant High School

MICHAEL WELLEMS  freelance musician

NANCY WHITAKER Maine South High School

JOHN WHITWELL Michigan State University, retired
CHRISTOPHER WOODRUFF Lycoming College
ERICYATES freelance musician



CONTRIBUTORS 2006-2007

SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5 BAND PROGRAM

LEAD SPONSOR
Triangle Printers, Inc.
3737 Chase Avenue
Skokie, Tllinois 60076
847.675.3700

www.triangleprinters.com

TRIANGLE

ideas. solutions. printing,

MAJOR DONORS

Barnes and Noble (Old Orchard)

Cary and Deb Jacobson

McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 2004
McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 2006

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie
Pioneer Press/Skokie Review

Skokie School District 73.5 Foundation

Walmart

MIDWEST DONORS

Blackhawk Medical Transportation, Inc.

Jay Medicat, Inc.

Ham Family

In Memory of Anton Quintus

Medical Express Ambulance Service

McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 2003
McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 2005
Music and Arts Centers

Oakview Junior High School Band, Class of 1977
Oakview Junior High School Band, Class of 1987
Omnicare Charitable Foundation

Potbelly Sandwich Works

David & Janet Rosatio

Rotary Club of Skokie Valley

Sign-a-Rama (Skokie, IL)

Tamid Medical Group

MIDWEST PATRONS

Michelle Abraham’s Family

Howard Balikov

Altmayer & Demma Families

Don and Julie DeRoche

Ron, Joan, & Andy Eisenstein

Mark and Patty Erickson

First Commercial Bank

Joe Greenspan

Haggerty Family

Khouri Family

Kaferly Family

Kropp Insurance

Bradley & Christine Leeb

Wei-Chung and Tsai-Fen Lin

McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 1996
McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 1998
McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 2000
McCracken Middle School Band, Class of 2001
Mike Balter Mallets

My Beautiful Crawlspace

National Tackwon-Do Academy, Inc.

Family of Jeremy Moy

Oakview Junior High School Band, Class of 1971
Oakview Junior High School Band, Class of 1973
Oakview Junior High School Band, Class of 1975
Oakview Junior High School Band, Class of 1979
Phenome Technologies, Inc.

Rosenberg Family

Don and Pat Stahlberg

Taerbaum Family

With additional alumni contributions from the McCracken
Middle School/Oakview Junior High School Band Classes
of 1970, 1974, 1976, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1985, 1986,
1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1997, 1999, and 2002

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

Deb Keegan

Mark Custom Recording Service

Skokie Park District

Sodexho

Earl Weiss

Lynn Orman Weiss

Western States Envelope Company

Laura Friedlander and Richard Cahan Photography
Joshua Landsman Progran Design



SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5

Music FacuLTy

CHIP DE STEFANO Ditector of Bands
BETH LEHNER Director of Choirs
LISA FRIEDMAN ' General Music

BOARD OF EDUCATION
JAMES MCGOWAN  President
BETH ALLEN Vice President
ANDREA ROSEN  Secretary

BOB QUANE  Secretary Pro-Tem
KAREN BARR

JAMES MCNELIS

JENNIFER POLAKOFF

MIDWEST PARENT COMMITTEE

EVATILLMANN, LYNN ORMAN WEISS, DAVID ROSARIO  Fundraising Co-Chairs
JANET ROSENBERG Communications

DEBBIE KAFERLY, DORIS TAERBAUM, PAT HEINEMAN-VERNON Social Co-Chairs

ADMINISTRATION

VICKI GUNTHER  Superintendent

KATE DONEGAN Principal, Oliver McCracken Middle School

MEGAN PANJE-WILSON Co-Principal, Oliver McCracken Middle School
KATHERINE DUBOSE  Assistant Principal, Oliver McCracken Middle School
DANAOTTO Principal, John Middleton Elementary School

MOLLY WHITE  Assistant Principal, John Middleton Elementary School
JENNIFER GRAHAM  Principal, Elizabeth Meyer School

CYNDICOHEN  Business Manager

STEVERUELLI  Maintenance Supervisor



MR. DE STEFANO'S THANKS

TO THE 2006-2007 SYMPHONIC BAND who has
worked tirelessly and relentlessly through-
out the process of preparing for this per-
formance. I couldn’t be more proud of the
work you’ve done and look forward to
what we will accomplish the rest of the
year.

TO ALL OF OUR BAND PARENTS: Thank you for
your support and hard work over the last
several months. Thank you for your amaz-
ing efforts reorganizing family schedules,
fundraising, serving food, washing cars,
stuffing envelopes, and supporting your
child through this adventure. Thank you
for giving your child their best opportunity
for success by providing private lessons
and quality instruments. We wouldn’t be
here without you.

TO DONALD STAHLBERG, who over 33 years
built an amazing legacy in our schools. Our
community’s support of music and the atts
is due to your work and love for the stu-
dents of Skokie School District 73.5.

TO ALL THE ALUMNI OF THE MCCRACKEN MIDDLE
SCHOOL BANDS, who set the standard and
tradition of excellence in our bands, and
continue to support our students and their
efforts long after graduation.

TO THE ADMINISTRATORS AND SCHOOL BOARD OF
SKOKIE SCHOOL DISTRICT 73.5 who unfailingly
support our bands by attending our per-
formances and providing the funds neces-
sary to maintain and improve our program.
Your understanding of the importance of
music education and your support of the
arts in our schools should serve as a model

for school districts nationwide.

TO MY COLLEAGUE, BETH LEHNER, Director of
Choirs at McCracken Middle School. You

have been a wonderful mentor, and I ad-
mire the amazing work you do with the
students.

TO ALL OF THE TEACHERS AND STAFF OF
MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL AND MIDDLETON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: This invitation to per-
form at the 2006 Midwest Clinic is a testa-
ment to the wonderful work and teaching
that goes on in our schools. Thank you for
taking pride and ownership in our accom-
plishments.

TO LAURIE KOLPAS AND BARBARA PETERS
(District 73.5 Secretaries), MARY PETRIKO,
MARY  WALKER, AND BARB  YABLONSKY
(McCracken Middle School Secretaries),
HEATHER RUBIO AND BEVERLY GOTHELF
(Middleton Elementary School Secretaries),
AND  LAURA  BROGAN AND  LORRAINE
LEWANDOWSKI  (District Business Office
Staff): I sincerely doubt that our school
could run at all, much less as efficiently as
it does, without each of you. Thank you for
your support and for always being there
when I need you.

T0 MIGUEL MARZOL, MARK RUTZEN, CHRIS CIE-
PLINSKI, ALVIN CARTER AND CLAUDIA BRUTT
(District Custodians): Thank you for your
constant help and dedication in making
sure our students have the very best, and
for the many times you have helped me
out...often at the last minute. Our district
is very fortunate to have you.

TO MY FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MUSIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION AND ILLI-
NOIS GRADE SCHOOL MUSIC ASSOCIATION who
have been extremely supportive through-
out our preparations.

T0 DON SHUPE, DOUGLAS AKEY, RANDY SUNDELL,
ERIN COLE, CHERYL FLOYD, AND CHARLIE MEN-

GHINI for your advice and encouragement
throughout our preparations. Sharing your
experiences from your past Midwest per-
formances has been a valuable asset to my
planning the last several months.

TO TIMOTHY HATCHER:. I can’t imagine a

more talented or prepared student teacher.
Your work was instrumental to our prepa-
rations. You will be a strong addition to
our profession.

TO PATRICK NEAULT (Nolan Middle School,
Killeen, TX), WILLIAM COLLINS (formerly
Hanks High School, El Paso, TX), AND PHIL
HARTMAN (Centennial High School, Boise,
ID): It is because of each of you that I
teach. Every day is spent trying to recreate
those experiences for my students.

TO STEVE PETERSON, DON OWENS AND DON

DEROCHE for listening to countless hours of
recordings and writing dozens of recom-
mendations for us throughout the years.
We are so honored that you are sharing
this performance with us.

TO RODNEY DORSEY AND JOHN WHITWELL (our
board liaison), of the Midwest Clinic Board
of Ditectors, for your encouragement and
advice during our many applications to
perform at the Midwest Clinic.

TO KELLY JOCIUS, DARCY NENDZA, AND JENNIFER
YOUNG of the Midwest Clinic Office: The
awesome task of navigating through the
last six months was made easy due to your
organization, availability, and attention to
detail.

TO MY GOOD FRIEND PHIL HASH, for the long
hours on the phone discussing repertoire
selection, rehearsal strategy, and prepara-
tion details.

TO MY PARENTS, ANDREW AND ESPY DE STE-

FANO, for always supporting my musical
endeavors. Thank you for traveling as of-
ten as you do to hear us perform.

TO THE COUNTLESS MORE INDIVIDUALS who

have supported me personally and profes-
sionally every step of the way.

And last, but definitely not least,

THANK YOU TO MY WIFE SUSAN, who loves
and supports me in more ways than I could
possibly know. I appreciate your encour-
agement and patience in spite of the diffi-
cult schedule. Thank you for being our
number one fan. I love you more and more
each and every day.

TO BRIAN, KRISTEN, AND CLARA, the best
three kids a parent could ever want. I will
always love you.



MCCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL SYMPHONIC BAND

HIGHLIGHTS: 1998-2006
CHIP DE STEFANO, CONDUCTOR

1 PAGEANT VINCENT PERSICHETTI (CARL FISCHER, LLC) '
2005-2006 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Used with permission of Carl Fischer

2-3 CAJUN FOLK SONGS FRANK TICHELI (MANHATTAN BEACH MUSIC) !
2004-2005 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Courtesy of www.ManhattanBeachMusic.com

4 AN IRISH RHAPSODY CLARE GRUNDMAN (BOOSEY & HAWKES) '
2005-2006 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Used with permission of Boosey & Hawkes

5 SHILOH CANYON FANTASY DOUGLAS AKEY (QUEENWOOD/KJ0S) 2
1998-1999 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
© Neil A. Kjos Music Company, www.kjos.com, Used with permission 2006

6 THEMES FROM GREEN BUSHES PERCY GRAINGER, ARRANGED BY

LARRY DAEHN (DAEHN PUBLICATIONS) '
1999-2000 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Used with permission of Daehn Publications

7 AMERICAN FOLK RHAPSODY #3 CLARE GRUNDMAN (BOOSEY & HAWKES) '
2000-2001 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Used with permission of Boosey & Hawkes

8 PIRATES DOUGLAS AKEY (QUEENWOOD/KJOS) *
1999-2000 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
© Neil A. Kjos Music Company, www.kjos.com, Used with permission 2006

9 FANTASY ON AMERICAN SAILING SONGS CLARE GRUNDMAN (BOOSEY & HAWKES) '
2002-2003 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Used with permission of Boosey & Hawkes

10 CHORALE & SHAKER DANCE JOHN ZDECHLIK (NEIL A. KJOS MUSIC COMPANY) 3
2000-2001 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
© Neil A. Kjos Music Company, www.kjos.com, Used with permission 2006

11 PRAELUDIUM DIETRICH BUXTEHUDE, ARRANGED BY CHIP DE STEFANO !
2003-2004 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Free download at http://www.meccrackenband.com

12 SPIRIT! DOUGLAS AKEY (QUEENWOOD/KJOS) 2
2002-2003 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
© Neil A. Kjos Music Company, www.kjos.com, Used with permission 2006

13 A SAILOR’S ODYSSEY DAVID BOBROWITZ (GRAND MESA MUSIC) ?
2005-2006 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Used with permission of Grand Mesa Music

14 ORANGE BOWL HENRY FILLMORE (CARL FISCHER, LLC) 3
2003-2004 McCracken Middle School Symphonic Band
Used with Permission of Carl Fisher

1 Recorded at the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts, Urbana, Illinois, Rex
Anderson and Jon Schoenoff, engineers

2 Recorded at McCracken Middle School, John McCortney and Jason Quick, Airwave
Recording Studios, engineers

3 Recorded at the Illinois Music Educators All-State Conference by Mark Custom
Recording



MCcCRACKEN MIDDLE SCHOOL BANDS
8000 East Prairie Road

Skokie, Illinois 60076

847.676.8225
band@skokie735.k12.il.us

www.mccrackenband.com






